Use of Grant Funds 

	 
	Facts: 
 

· Boston Medical Center sponsored an all-day health literacy conference (here in Bethesda), so the WAG exception could not be used.
· Waived registration was offered to all Feds, not just NIH employees - confirmed with conference organizer.
· Conference was supported in part by HHS grants, one of which was an NIH grant.
 

Ethics Analysis:

 

· Under 2635.203(b)(4) exclusion to the gift prohibition, our employees permitted to accept the gift of free attendance: "opportunities and benefits available to a class consisting of all government employees."
 

Issue:

 

· Do the terms of the grant permit grant funds to be used to cover registration fees of NIH employees?   
 

Obtained a copy of the NOA (Notice of Award) which stated "No funds from this award may be used to pay the expenses of any federal employee."

 

Contacted OER (Office of Extramural Research) for guidance and asked whether registration fees fall within the meaning of "expenses." 

 

OER guidance:

 

· Grant funds cannot be used to pay expenses for Feds, and registration fees are expenses. 
· Grantee receives money from NIH and that money cannot come back to the NIH registration fee waiver. 
· Same grant rules apply to grants from all HHS OP/DIVs 
Remaining question: Is there another source of funding to support the expenses for Feds?
 

· Organization confirmed that cost of Feds’ registration fees covered by non-grant funds.  
· Since other funds available, waiver registration fees may be accepted by NIHers.  
 

Concluding thought:

 

· Although our Government-wide Standards of Conduct rules may permit the acceptance of certain gifts, other rules out of our purview may not. 
· Contact other divisions/departments as needed to get guidance  
 


Source: Summary of NEO Analysis (includes guidance from the Office of Extramural Research)  November 2012

